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been induced from an apprehension that an imperfect
copy might be issued from the press without their
consent7. The customary price of the copy of a

both for his majesties service and the particular interest of the
players, and soe agreeable to common justice and that indifferent
measure which every man would look for in his own particular, it
might have been presumed that they would have needed no further
order or direction in the business, notwithstanding which, lam
informed that some copies of playes belonging to the king and
queenes servants, the players, and purchased by them at dear
rates, having been lately stollen or gotten from them by indirect
means, are now attempted to be printed ; which, if it should be
suffered, would directly tend to their apparent detriment and pre-
judice, and to the disenabling them to do their majesties service *
for prevention and r^dresse whereof, it is desired that order be
given and entered by the master and wardens of the company of
printers and stationers, that if any playes be already entered, or
shall hereafter be brought unto the hall to be entered for print-
ing, that notice thereof be given to the king and queenes ser-
vants, the players, and an enquiry made of them to whom they
do belong; and that none bee suffered to be printed untill the
assent of their majesties* said servants be made appear to the
Master and Wardens of the company of printers and stationers,
by some certificate in writing under the hands of John Lowen,
and Joseph Taylor, for the kings servants, and of Christopher
Beeston for the king and queenes young company, or of such other
persons as shall from time to time, have the direction of these com-
panies ; which is a course that can be hurtfull unto none but such
as are about unjustly to peravayle themselves of others* goods,
without respect of order or good governement; which I ani con-
fident you will be careful to avoyd, and therefore I recommend it
to your special care. And if you shall have need of any further
authority or power either from his majestye or,the counsell-table,
the better to enable you in the execution thereof, upon notice
given to mee either by yourselves or the players, I will endeavour
to apply that further 'remedy thereto, which shall be requisite. ,
And soe I bidd you very heartily farewell, and rest
** Your very loving friend,

" June 10, 1637,                                         '      P, and M.

" To the Master and Wardens of the Company of Printers and
Stationers/*                                                                      5

* " One only thing affects me ; to think, that scenes invented
merely to be spoken, should be inforcively published to be read 5
and that the least hurt lean receive, is, to do myself the wrong.
But since others otherwise would do me more, the least incon-
venience is to be accepted : 1 have therefore myself set forth this
comedie." Marston's Preface to The Maleconien^ 16Q4*.
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